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The fact is that the overwhelming

majority of the tax cut contained in
the Senate’s tax package go to middle-
income families. According to the
Joint Committee on Taxation, which is
Congress’ official tax estimator, 74 per-
cent of the benefits of the tax relief bill
will go to individuals and families
making $75,000 or less. Moreover, 82
percent of the benefits would go to
families with educational needs, these
middle-income families who were hard-
est hit by the Democrats’ radical tax
hike in 1993, and this is the group that
is in most need of serious tax relief.

What many of my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle really want to
return to is welfare. They want to raise
the taxes on people who are now paying
taxes to give more money to those who
aren’t paying any taxes at all. That is
not tax relief, it is welfare. Moreover,
the budget proposal already provides
for $12⁄10 trillion in spending for the
next 5 years. The tax proposal would be
a good first step in allowing families
and small businesses and those who
save to keep more of their own.

We need to get beyond the
misstatements and distortions and give
the American people meaningful tax
relief. As we prepare for the debate on
the tax package next week, I ask my
colleagues to join me in this endeavor.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Chair recognizes the Senator from
Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair
and wish the Chair a good afternoon.
f

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
advise my colleagues that 20 years ago
today, a truly historic event occurred
in my State of Alaska that had much
to do with the shaping of the character
of our State probably as much as the
majestic and unique parts of our State,
whether it be in the mountains or gla-
ciers.

On June 20, 1977, at 10:06 a.m. at
Prudhoe Bay, AK, the crude oil discov-
ered on the North Slope 9 years earlier
began to flow. It began its journey
south some 800 miles to the ice-free
port of Valdez through the Trans-Alas-
ka pipeline. That first trip, which now
takes about 5 days for the oil to move,
took over 1 month to complete and
marked the culmination of the largest
private construction project ever un-
dertaken in the history of North Amer-
ica.

Since that time, every citizen has
benefited from this marvel of American
engineering, but few really understand
how significant this feat was and how
much it has contributed to our Nation.
The pipeline took 3 years of construc-
tion.

The total cost was about $8 billion.
The initial estimate was just under $1
billion. However, in today’s dollars,
that would equate to about $22 to $25
billion. It was truly a marvel, one of

the engineering wonders of the world.
It took 2,215 State and Federal permits
to proceed. Today, it is estimated to
take over 5,000. Approximately 70,000
people were used as a work force; over
3 million tons of materials were
shipped to Alaska for construction; 73
million cubic yards of gravel were used;
13 bridges, ranging from 177 feet to
2,295 feet had to be constructed going
across the Yukon River; 834 rivers were
crossed; three mountain ranges as well.

Since that time, Mr. President, that
pipeline has been subject to earth-
quakes, it has been subject to bombing,
dynamite has been wrapped around it,
it has been shot at so many times too
numerous to count—but it has with-
stood those rigors of Mother Nature as
well as mankind.

While there was a terrible accident
associated with the grounding of the
Exxon Valdez, which was of course due
to negligence on behalf of those who
were operating that vessel, the Prince
William Sound is cleaned up today, and
it is continuing its contributions as
one of the most productive bodies of
water on Earth. From the standpoint of
the renewability of the fisheries and
marine resources of the area—I do not
mean to belittle the significance of
that tragedy—but Mother Nature has a
way of cleansing, and it was helped by
a good deal of funding, commitment
and expertise from Alaskans and those
outside. But the fact remains, this
pipeline continues to contribute a
great deal to the economy of this coun-
try.

Certainly much of the permitting
process, and to a large degree the con-
tinuity of maintaining quality and en-
vironmental concerns, are a respon-
sibility of the Federal Government as
well as the State government which
watched over the construction and the
operation and made sure it was done
responsibly. But those groups did not
stand in the way of construction.

Since the pipeline first flowed on
June 20, 1977, the pipeline has produced
and provided the United States with
over 25 percent of the domestic crude
oil produced in the United States and
about 10 percent of total U.S. daily
consumption of crude oil, to give you
some idea of the significance of this
particular and unique all-American
pipeline.

So, as a consequence, as we look at
our situation today, this pipeline has
contributed significantly to U.S. en-
ergy independence and, I might add,
energy independence that is in serious
jeopardy.

Consider this for just a moment, Mr.
President. In 1994, domestic flow pro-
duction dropped to 6.6 million barrels a
day, the lowest since 1954. National de-
mand has increased to more than 17.7
million barrels per day, the highest
level since the mid-1970’s. The United
States imported 51 percent of its oil in
1994. Today, we are importing a little
over 52 percent, but according to the
Department of Energy, U.S. depend-
ence on foreign oil is expected to rise
to nearly 70 percent by the year 2000.

If not for the trans-Alaska pipeline,
we might have already reached 70 per-
cent imported oil. How much higher
would our gasoline prices be without
that pipeline? How much more likely
would we be putting our children and
grandchildren in harm’s way on foreign
soil to protect our domestic interests if
we were importing more than 70 per-
cent of our oil? Because, make no mis-
take about it, Mr. President, the Per-
sian Gulf conflict was about keeping
the flow of oil for the benefit of the
world.

We have always had an environ-
mental concern over the pipeline. It
was predicted that this pipeline, going
through permafrost, which is frozen
ground, and being a hot pipeline carry-
ing warm oil, would cause heat genera-
tion and melt the permafrost, and,
therefore, the pipeline would contin-
ually go further and further down, to
fulfill perhaps a self-propelling proph-
ecy that was suggested it would end up
in China some day. Didn’t we always
know as kids, if you went down far
enough, you would end up in China?
Well, clearly that has not happened,
Mr. President.

The pipeline operates in permafrost.
The hot oil flows through the pipeline,
but the pipeline was clearly engineered
to withstand that. It was suggested
that this pipeline across 800 miles of
Alaska would cause the animals, the
wildlife associated with it, be it the
polar bear, the grizzly bear, the brown
bear, the black bear, the caribou, or
the moose, to somehow have a fence
they could not cross. The facts are, at
the pipeline and the buried sections,
the animals browse on it in the early
spring because the small amount of
heat generated causes the grasses to
come up first, and it has become a
sight and attraction. We see the cari-
bou in their migration standing on top
of the buried pipeline because there is
more wind there and there are less op-
portunities for mosquitoes. So to sug-
gest that it has somehow restricted the
natural flow of wildlife certainly has
not occurred.

One can bottom line it and simply
say the predictions of the environ-
mental groups who said this was going
to be some kind of environmental dis-
aster have not occurred. It has been
successful. It has done its job, and con-
tinues.

To suggest it has not had its share of
problems or there have not been me-
chanical failures and there have not
been human failures—of course there
have. I have always supported strin-
gent oversight of the pipeline. We have
been working with the Joint Pipeline
Office and the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the effort has been success-
ful.

But every now and then we find oppo-
nents of development in Alaska who
are looking for a cause, the cause of
membership or cause of dollars or per-
haps they bring up some of the young
attorneys from Harvard or Brown to do
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missionary work in Alaska by rep-
resenting one or another of the envi-
ronmental groups. I think we have
some 62 in Anchorage now.

They need a cause. And one of their
favorite topics, when things are slow,
is to come out with a report that some-
how the pipeline is in peril, somehow
the pipeline is not being operated in
the most efficient manner from the
standpoint of the public interest.

First of all, Mr. President, those who
own the pipeline, the major owners—
ARCO, Exxon—produce petroleum.
Their interest is moving oil, moving oil
safely, moving oil economically. To do
anything less than that would be det-
rimental to their own interest.

The State of Alaska maintains an
oversight, the Federal Government
maintains an oversight. But neverthe-
less, we continually see reports that
purposely mislead the public about the
Trans-Alaska pipeline.

Those of us in the Senate know that
if you do not have your electric code
book up to date—and there are 25,000 or
30,000 separate entries—you can be
classified by an agency as having 25,000
or 30,000 violations. It does not mean
that your code book has not been up-
dated during the last year for any num-
ber of reasons.

So we have had critics of the pipeline
from time to time issuing reports in-
tended to portray some of these prob-
lems as standard operating procedure
for pipeline management rather than
an exception. Of course, it generates
for those particular organizations con-
tributions and in some cases generates
membership. But these claims are in
stark contrast to recent oversight re-
ports by responsible State and Federal
agencies tasked with the oversight re-
sponsibility.

In 1995, the U.S. Department of
Transportation audited the Office of
Pipeline Safety to determine its effec-
tiveness in ensuring the Trans-Alaska
pipeline operations minimize risk to
life and property. The audit concluded
the operation ‘‘is effectively monitor-
ing and inspecting [the pipeline]. Also,
when violations were identified, OPS
took enforcement actions against
Alyeska’’ and made corrections.

In August of 1995, at the request of
Congress, the GAO completed an audit
of the pipeline operators and their re-
sponse to identified deficiencies. The
report concluded that ‘‘Alyeska has
taken substantive actions that, if car-
ried through to completion, appear to
be adequate to correct the problems.’’

Last year, the Joint Pipeline Office
concluded that Alyeska has imple-
mented its revised quality control for
the pipeline sufficiently to allow its
full approval.

So, Mr. President, these are the re-
sponsible agencies and current reports
we have on hand. We have no reason to
doubt their accuracy.

Finally, Mr. President, Alaska truly
is a great State, a great big piece of
real estate. We have many great assets,
including our people and the resources

that we have. On this date, I would like
to especially recognize the role the
Trans-Alaska pipeline has had in shap-
ing our State and the benefits it has
provided to this Nation’s energy and
natural security interests.

Finally, Mr. President, on July 18–20,
I am going to be leading a number of
our colleagues to Alaska to look at the
issues related to resource development
of Alaska’s Arctic, specifically the
Trans-Alaska pipeline and other areas
where truly the wealth of North Amer-
ica is coming from the Arctic.

I remind the Presiding Officer that
Alaska just happens to be the only
State with any Arctic in it. So as part
of that trip, we will take a close look
at the marvels of the Trans-Alaska
pipeline, what it has meant to this Na-
tion. I look forward to leading this
group, and I encourage my colleagues
to join with me on this important trip.

Finally, in conclusion, on the 20th
anniversary of the Trans-Alaska pipe-
line, I would like to congratulate those
workers who operate and have operated
this pipeline for the last 20 years
against tremendous odds, extraor-
dinary climactic conditions, and have
done it in a manner of recognizing that
American technology and ingenuity
and can-do spirit can just about over-
come any adversity and any particular
challenge of the time.

The successful operation of the
Trans-Alaska pipeline for the last 20
years, I think, has proven that indeed
the men and women who are associated
with the pipeline and the Alyeska crew
are certainly up to the task.

I thank the Chair.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.
f

134TH BIRTHDAY OF THE STATE
OF WEST VIRGINIA

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, today
is the 134th birthday of the State which
I have been so pleased and so proud and
so privileged and so honored to rep-
resent in Congress since January 1953.
Born of the turmoil of the Civil War,
West Virginia has never had an easy
time of it. Although blessed with great
beauty and rich in natural resources,
my State’s rugged terrain and isolated
geography have worked to make her
people a breed apart.

Their independent views—they are a
mountain people; mountain people tra-
ditionally have independent views,
whether they live in Switzerland or Af-
ghanistan or in Scotland or in West
Virginia—their independent views,
their impoverishment, their fierce loy-
alty to their communities, to their
State and to their country have made
them fodder for bad jokes, degrading
sitcoms and derogatory nicknames.

Well, I am here to tell those who
would perpetuate such hackneyed
stereotypes that it is they—it is they—
who are backward, because in West
Virginia’s hollows and on her moun-
tains live some of the finest people in
all of God’s great creation.

For the most part, West Virginians
are religious. They don’t have, as some

would like to portray, rattlesnakes in
their church services. They are tradi-
tional in their outlook, they are rev-
erent about their tried-and-true cus-
toms and patriotic about their Nation.

In World War II, West Virginia
ranked fifth among the States in the
percentage of its eligible male popu-
lation participating; first among the
States in eligible male population par-
ticipating in the Korean war; second
among the States in the percentage of
its eligible male population participat-
ing in the Vietnam war. Also, West
Virginia ranked first among the States
in the percentage of deaths its eligible
male population suffered during both
the Korean and Vietnam wars.

West Virginians are generally quiet.
They are not loud talkers. I don’t like
loud talkers. They are not loud talkers.
You would not hear them from one end
of the Capitol to the other talking with
loud voices in the corridors. They don’t
do that. They are generally quiet, cour-
teous, sincere, and accommodating.

There is a presence of basic values
among her residents that is scarce in
much of the Nation in many places.
West Virginians value hard work. They
are not afraid of it. They love their
families. They have a respect for au-
thority. We don’t burn flags in
Weirton, WV, where there are at least
30 ethnic groups from the old world.
They have respect for their commu-
nities and a love for their country and
reverence for a Creator.

They don’t go around wearing their
religion on their sleeves. They don’t
make a big whoop-de-doo of it, and, as
far as I am concerned, most are not the
religious right or the religious left.
They are simply respectful of a Creator
and quietly religious.

More and more people are discover-
ing our State. The crime is low in West
Virginia, life is slower there and stress
seems to float away, to be replaced by
the serenity of beauty, charm and un-
complicated courtesy. Our unique
mountain crafts attract attention na-
tionwide, as do our scenic parks and
our recreational activities.

West Virginia really is a world apart.
My State has come a long way from
the days when she was plundered by in-
dustrial barons who lived outside her
borders, plundered for her rich natural
resources, and many of her citizens
were used as little more than inden-
tured servants in those days in the dan-
gerous dirty work of mining coal, for
example. Today, she is experiencing
new economic growth and prosperity as
a result of new roads.

When I was a member of the West
Virginia House of Delegates, the lower
house of the West Virginia Legislature
in 1947, West Virginia had 4 miles—
West Virginia had 4 miles—of divided
four-lane highways—4 miles. That was
when I was starting out in politics, now
51 years ago. Four miles, and then one
need not wonder why West Virginians
become indignant when a few dollars
are appropriated by the Federal Gov-
ernment to build safe, modern four-
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